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PURPOSE: To prevent the damage of a magnetic head or a magneto-optical 
recording medium by detecting frictional resistance between the loaded magnetic 
head and the magneto-optical recording medium and retracting the magneuc 
head to an unloading position based on the detected signal. 

CONSTITUTION: The magneto-optical disk device is constituted so that a 
retracting means 11 for retracting the magnetic head 7 from the magneto-optical 
recording medium 1 to the unloading position is driven, when the fncUonal 
resistance between the magneto-optical recording medium 1 and the magnetic 
head 7 at the loading posiUon of the magnetic head 7 exceeds a prescribed 
value. 
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PURPOSE: To prevent the interference of a disk cartridge and a magnetic field 
head at the time of attaching/detaching the disk cartridge. 

CONSTITUTION: A cartridge holder 33 which a disk cartridge housing a magneto- 
optical disk is inserted in and held by is attached to a chassis base 12 so as 
to be able to be erected and rotated. A head arm member 20 by which the 
magnetic field head 14 is supported is pivottaly supported to a moving member 

19 attached to an optical pick-up device 15 so as to be able to be erected and 
pressed by a torsion spring 22 so as to be always laid to a cartridge holder 
side 33. A slider 39 is attached to the cartridge holder 33 slidably m back and 
forth direction so as to slide forward when the cartridge holder 33 is erectry 
rotated and slide back ward when the holder 33 is laid and rotated, then a 
thrusting-up bar 41 is disposed over the moving range of the head arm member 

20 in a transverse direction. Then, the head arm member 20 is thrusted up 
by the thrusting up bar 41 when the slider 39 slides forward. 
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PURPOSE: To improve the efficiency of utilizing the exit light from a light source 
and to reduce optical parts. , ^ „ ^ ,■ 

CONSTITUTION: The change in the intensity distribuUon of the reflected light 
from a magneto optical disk 6 is taken out as a magneto.-optical signal. The 
laser beam of the linearly polarized light from a light source is emitted and 
then, its optical path is separated by a polarization beam splitter 3 and a 
quarter-wave plate 4 to the light for irradiating the magneto -optical disk and 
the light reflected therefrom. As a result, the need for parts constituting an 
analyzer is eliminated. The light for irradiation and the reflected light are 
separated by a difference between the P polarized light and the S-polarized 
light and, the loss of the optical quantity is therefore substantially eliminated. 
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